
Wyatt Foster September 15, 2026

This Maine Animal Sanctuary Lets You Meet Rescued

Cows And Pigs On A Quiet Fall Escape

 everafterinthewoods.com/this-maine-animal-sanctuary-lets-you-meet-rescued-cows-and-pigs-on-a-quiet-fall-escape

A cow chewing hay might be the loudest sound you hear here, and that says plenty about the

pace of this fall escape. Deep in the Maine countryside, rescued farm animals have room to

rest, explore, and settle into life on their own terms.

Visitors can meet some of the residents during scheduled tours and open-house events,

learning a little about the stories that brought them here along the way. The experience feels

far removed from the usual busy attractions, with quiet fields and curious animals setting the

tone.

My Latest Videos

Autumn makes the visit especially appealing as cooler air settles over the property and leaves

begin changing around the grounds. Anyone craving a slower day trip with plenty of heart may

find this animal refuge surprisingly hard to leave.
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A Thousand Acres Of Rolling Maine Countryside

© Peace Ridge Sanctuary

The first thing that struck me was the sheer size of the land. Spread across more than a

thousand acres of fields, forest, and protected habitat in Brooks, the sanctuary gives rescued

animals access to spacious areas designed around their needs.

Rolling hills, tidy fences, and clean barns stretch out in every direction. In fall, the surrounding

trees turn shades of gold and rust, so the whole property feels bright and peaceful.

The sanctuary provides barns, shelters, and pasture areas suited to the different animals in its

care.

Walking through, I noticed how quiet and calm everything seemed. Dedicated areas give

cows, pigs, horses, and other rescued animals room to move around comfortably.

That kind of breathing room is rare, and it is a big part of why the place feels so restful.

The grounds are carefully kept, which shows how much thought goes into daily care. If you

love wide open scenery and cool country air, planning your visit during the crisp fall weeks is a

smart move.

Bring sturdy shoes, because those beautiful fields are meant for slow, happy walking.
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Home To Hundreds Of Rescued Animals

© Peace Ridge Sanctuary

Hundreds of animals call this sanctuary home, and that number is not an exaggeration. Peace

Ridge Sanctuary cares for more than 650 rescued animals across its four facilities in Maine.

During my visit I spotted cows, pigs, sheep, goats, horses, chickens, and turkeys, with a llama

tossed in for good measure. Many arrived after neglect, cruelty, abandonment, or other

difficult circumstances and now receive food, veterinary care, and long-term sanctuary.

What makes this special is that these animals are not being raised for anything. They simply

get to live out their days safely, which is the whole point of a sanctuary.

Seeing so many different species side by side is genuinely fun, especially for curious kids who

may have only met farm animals in picture books. Every animal here has a name and a story,

and many of those stories are surprisingly touching.

If you go, take your time meeting as many residents as you can. You will likely leave with a

new favorite you never expected to fall for.
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Friendly Cows That Love A Good Scratch

© Peace Ridge Sanctuary

Some of the rescued cows may approach visitors during supervised tours, depending on how

comfortable each animal feels. Big, calm, and surprisingly affectionate, they wander over to

say hello and enjoy a good scratch behind the ears.
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I did not expect a cow to be so mellow around strangers, yet these rescued residents seemed

completely at ease. Many of them came from tough situations, and now they spend their days

grazing and lounging in the sun without a care.

Standing next to a full-grown cow is a memorable moment. They are enormous, warm, and

gentle, and they have a way of making you slow down and just enjoy being present.

Kids especially love this part, since petting a friendly cow feels like meeting a giant, easygoing

pet. Staff are usually nearby to show you the safe way to approach and where each animal

likes to be touched.

Fall can be a pleasant time to visit, with cooler temperatures and autumn scenery surrounding

the Brooks property. If you have never looked a happy cow in the eye and given it a scratch,

this quiet Maine spot is the place to finally try it.

Playful Pigs With Big Personalities

© Peace Ridge Sanctuary

Nobody warned me that pigs could be so entertaining. These rescued oinkers have loud,

goofy personalities, and they made me laugh more than any other animal on the grounds.

Pigs are smart, curious, and a little mischievous, and the ones here love to root around in dirt,

flop in soft straw, and beg for belly rubs. Give one a good scratch and it will happily roll over

and grunt with joy.
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Behind the funny antics, though, are serious stories. Many of these pigs arrived after being

neglected, and watching them enjoy simple comforts now is genuinely heartwarming.

They are bigger than most people expect, which only adds to the fun of meeting them up

close. A pig trotting toward you with a happy snort is a sight that sticks with you.

During fall, they seem to love shuffling through fallen leaves and cool mud, which makes for

great photos. Just be ready for a little dirt, since pigs are proud of their messy hobbies.

Spending time with these clever characters was easily one of the highlights, and I suspect

they will be yours too.
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Guided Tours That Share Every Animal Story

© Peace Ridge Sanctuary

One of the best ways to experience the sanctuary is on a guided tour. A staff member walks

you through the property, introduces you to the animals, and shares the story behind each

rescued resident.
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Hearing how each animal arrived adds a whole new layer to the visit. Some tales are tough,

but they help you understand why this refuge matters so much and how far each animal has

come.

The guides clearly know and love every animal by name. They point out little personality

quirks, tell you who is friends with whom, and explain how the daily care works behind the

scenes.

Tours are also a great way to learn where your visit fee goes, since it helps support food,

shelter, and medical care for the animals. That makes the experience feel meaningful as well

as fun.

Kids get a lot out of it too, since the guides answer questions and make the whole thing feel

welcoming rather than stuffy. Booking a guided walk is a smart way to make sure you do not

miss anything.

Call ahead using the sanctuary phone line to check availability before you go.

Open House Days Perfect For Families

© Peace Ridge Sanctuary

Since this is a working sanctuary, visits are welcomed on scheduled open days rather than

any random afternoon. Many visitors plan around open house events, which are wonderful for

families.
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On these days, the grounds open up for people to wander, meet the animals, and learn about

the work being done. It has a relaxed, community feel that makes it easy to bring the whole

crew.

Children especially light up here, since they can safely see and pet turkeys, goats, sheep, and

more all in one place. It is educational without ever feeling like a boring lesson.

Because the schedule can change, checking the official website or calling ahead is the

smartest move before you drive out. That way you arrive on a day when someone is ready to

greet you.

The full address is 1111 Littlefield Rd, Brooks, ME 04921, which sits in a peaceful stretch of

Maine countryside worth the trip. Give yourself extra time to slow down and enjoy it.

Pack snacks, comfy clothes, and plenty of curiosity, and you will have a family outing that

feels both fun and genuinely good for the heart.

A Calm, Feel-Good Atmosphere

© Peace Ridge Sanctuary
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The moment I drove through the gate, a strange sense of calm settled over me. There is

something soothing about a place built entirely around kindness, and you can feel it in the air.

No rushing crowds, no blaring music, just fields, fresh air, and content animals going about

their day. It is the kind of quiet that makes your shoulders drop and your worries fade a little.

The whole property is clean and thoughtfully cared for, which adds to that peaceful mood.

Every fence, barn, and pasture seems designed to keep the animals comfortable and relaxed.

For anyone craving a low-key fall escape, this atmosphere is the real draw. You do not need

thrill rides or big attractions to feel refreshed here.

Watching a group of animals nap in the sun or graze slowly across a golden field is oddly

restorative. I left feeling lighter than when I arrived, which is not something most day trips can

offer.

If your idea of a good getaway includes stillness, nature, and a warm feeling in your chest,

this gentle Maine refuge delivers exactly that. Bring your camera and your calm.
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Ways To Support Beyond Just Visiting

© Peace Ridge Sanctuary

Visiting is only the beginning of how you can get involved here. This nonprofit runs largely on

donations, volunteers, and caring people who want to help the animals thrive.
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Volunteering is a big part of daily life at the sanctuary, and helping hands are always

appreciated. Be warned that it is real work, since feeding and cleaning up after hundreds of

animals keeps everyone busy.

If hands-on chores are not your thing, donations go a long way. They cover food, shelter, and

medical care for animals that often arrive needing plenty of both.

Some visitors even fall for a dog or cat and end up adopting, since the sanctuary helps place

rescued companion animals in loving homes. The staff take real care matching animals with

the right families.

Whatever route you choose, supporting a place like this feels rewarding, because you know

exactly where your effort is going. Every bit helps keep the fields full of happy, safe residents.

Before you leave, ask how you can pitch in, whether through a donation, a future volunteer

shift, or spreading the word. Small actions add up to big change for these animals.
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